ON THE LINE 


By BOB CONSIDINE 


Debunk Warren Critics 


N EW YORK - If there 
is a residue of doubt 
in your mind about the 
truth of the Warren Report 
on the assassination of Pres- 
ident Kennedy, I’d suggest 
you scrutinize the report's 

I best-kpown detractors. 

to do that is let - 
Richard Warren Lewis and 
Lawrence Schiller assist you. 
Their book. ‘•The Scavengers 
and Critics of the Warren Re- 
port.” published simultane- 
ously in hard and soft cover 
by Dell, thoroughly debunks 
the probers who have gained 
^ fame and while jidiflg 

• on JFK’s snruu lT 


Tiuy illPPfllPwed and 
^ Mark Lane, Edward 

• Jay^Epstein. Harold Weis- 


berg, Penn Jones, Jr., Mrs. 
Sylvia Meager, Mort Sahl, 
Mrs. Shirley Martin, Mrs. 
Maggie Field, Vincent Saland- 
ria, Harold Feldman, Leo 
Saitvage anil half a dozen 

I others who have made a liv- 
ing, or part of a living, ped- 
dling suspicion of the Warren 
Report. Their assessment of 
these persons should shatter 
all the credence their works 
and lectures have acquired. 

One of the critics, George 
C. Thomson of Glendale, Cal., 
an engineer by trade, as- 
sured the authors of “The 
Scavengers” that he can 
“prove” that 22 bullets were 
fired in the course of the as- 
sassination— under the direc- 
tion of Lyndon B. Johnson! 
— but that President Kennedy 
wasn't even there. His place 
in the presidential limousine 
had been taken by a stand-in 


(officer J. D. Tippit). JFK 
is still alive Thomson confided 
to the Messrs. Lewis and 
Schiller, and made his most 
recent public appearance at 
Truman Capote's masked ball. 

Gives you an idea of what 
can be hawked in the wake * 
► of a national tragedy. 

“THE SCAVENGERS and 
Critics of the Warren Report” 
would be a handy book to 
have around, next time some- 
body bugs you for believing 
steadfastly that there was no 
conspiracy to kill Kennedy 
• and no sane reason to doubt 
■that the FBI and the Secret 
IService did a better lob in- 
vestigating the matter than. 
|ay, Mark Lane or Jim Gar- 
ison. 




JACK WHEELER, a giant 
in our business for a lon^ 
time, sets me straight on . 
recent piece about Dick Mr. 
rill, the pioneering ai/inc 
pilot. I had Dick shooting dice 
on the floor of a DC-3Arying 
to make a four (pdTferably 
the hard way), ymile the 
plane groped its wry through 
a storm in search of New 
York. 

"The crap t^une took place 
on a DC-3 /\1 right, but it 
was not a yficheduled flight,” 
Jack vvritoB. "It was the year 
Omaha /on the Kentucky 
Derby /- 1935. Ben Smith, 
knowi/ in Wall Street as 
*Sell /Em Short Smith,’ and 
Starfey Kahn had chartered 
th f plane from Eastern Air 
fles and invited a lot of 
orts to travel to Louisville 


back as their guests, 
rs truly was in the grq^p. 
seac Aylesworth, Jr ien 
heal of NBC, had a badrtime 
at tHb races. He wa^outed 
off Omaha and bet Nellie 
Flag, \nd went from bad to 
worse, linancially/ie rode to 
the ai rplrt withine in a taxi, 
and on Vhe w/ stopped to 
buy somtV dice/ hoping to re- 
cover his Iort/ne. The weath- 
er that nfe/l was very bad 
and the regular commercial 
planes wi^^not flying. How- 
ever, we/oAk off. 

“ 'We/rc taring to fly with 
the andfls,’ Qapt. Eddie Rick- 
enbacyer saidlat take-off time. 

ice airtA>rne, the crap 
gan/ started.! I was in it for 
bile, until ikn Smith said, 
»t’s put a little life in the 
ame — I’ll betVS2500.’ I re- 
marked that I was sleepy and 
thought I woulcl go back and 
read awhile. I rmnagod to de- 
part with the $75| I was ahead 
— without a protest. 

“After a while I looked down 
the aisle at the glme and saw 
that Dick Merrill our pilot, 
was in it. It occurred to me it 
would be just myriad luck to 
have been a winnw and have 
the plane fall d4wn. Dick 
lost a substantial fynount by 
the time he had to 
the controls and lane! 
ly in Newark. Bec^. — 
Dick’s popularity, amlng Car- 
ter, Smith and the rest, ex- 
cept Wheeler, went V> Mr. 
Carter’s suite in the y’ierre 
Hotel to continue the^ 
bling. Merrill made a go 
covery.” . * 
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